Climate Change as Metaphor & Catalyst: The Deeper Meaning & Potential of an Environmental Crisis by Ford, J.M.
FO
R
D
CLIMATE CHANGE
AS METAPHOR & CATALYST
The Deeper Meaning & Potential of an Environmental Crisis
Despite broad public and scientific consensus, why have the western nations and 
global institutions, which addressed prior environmental crises, proven incapable 
of halting anthropogenic climate change? This heuristic inquiry explores the 
development of the scientific, social, and cultural phenomena of climate change to 
better understand how culture, universalism, power, and history shaped the 
dominant worldview, which currently defines public debate and limits the range of 
solutions considered. Perhaps solutions to climate change lie not within the same 
narrow worldview from which it emerged, but within a contrary worldview that 
proposes to both address multiple crises and answer humankind’s universal quests 
for meaning, purpose, community, and nature. Perhaps the solution lies in 
resituating humankind's place firmly within the natural world.
The author has lived, traveled, and studied throughout Europe, Asia Pacific, and 
North America. Many of her experiences and observations while working in non-
profit, advocacy, academic, and commercial sectors inspired this research. 
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